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THERE is no English word for Pai-karma,
and before writing about it, the term must
be explained. Karma is 'works' in the theological sense, and pai means foot; and paikarma is that particular form of good works
or karm that is performed by measuring one's
length along the ground. We have seen it
done by thousands, and a sad sight it is, yet
one that compels admiration for the faithfulness of the poor deluded soul that in this
way hopes to acquire virtue. One of the
most bitter reflections of the conscientious
Christian is that at some time or other he
has vowed and forgotten his vow. In the
pai-karma there is small opportunity for
shirking the fulfilment of the vow. The
specified distance must be passed over, and
every inch of the way must be covered by
the devotee's body. Generally the one performing the act marks with his own fingers
the limit of each step, but the woman that
passed our window Saturday was accompanied by another, who with a small stick
drew across the side-walk a line indicating
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the spot whence the next step must be made
The little babe had been left behind, and
down through the crowded street, across
railway lines, with the trains rolling by, past
churches, printing offices, machine shops, '
drug stores, ice depots, millinery shops,
theatres, past Government house, threading
her way through streets crowded with the
commerce of the world, down to the banks
of the river, into the shadow of an ocean
steamer, this woman measured her length
on the ground, accompanied by her friend,
who carried on her head the bright new
clothes that the devotee would wear on the
way back from the river.
Each painful
measuring of her body upon the rough
earth lifted her higher, according to heathen
ideas. Millions of women in India are of
that religious character which makes it possible for them ' to perform acts like this.
This woman is typical of millions, and appeals to us for help. Let us show them a
better way. "Not by works of righteousness * * * but according to His mercy he
saved us by the washing of regeneration,
and renewing of the Holy Ghost."
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